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providing a psychologically protective mechanism for mainlaining their self- f VA - FJ
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Thix would explain why no significant differences were found between * ¥:ﬁg}$[§

members of the different ascribed status groups (Blacks, women, and elder
persons] despite he social defmition of negative or low status. while significant
ilifferences were found between achieved states groups (e.g., high educational
attainment and occupational prestige). In summary. this explanation would
maintain that women, blacks, and older Americans do nol e men, whites, amd
YOUNET AMEricans, respeclively, as comparison groups i determining their
view of themselves, and that persons with less education and eocupational
prestige do compare Lhemselves with higher stalus persons.

It the case of blacks, and possibly women and older persons, the intervening g
reference group explanation seems plavsible in light of mcreased social
canscikausness in the past decade and 1he growing importance urequal status for
these persons. Alsa, it is possible that the data reflect deflimite changes in seciety
6t large in the value or status placed on being black. female, or olkler. These
explanations seem further supported by the fact that psychininc patients. and
rwer educational and occupational statuses gontinue 1o be consklered undesir-
able. These evalsations kave nol been aflacked popularly a5 have the notions of
lower status traditionally ascribed 10 Macks, women. and older Americans.

An alternate explanation of the data must be considered. [n cerlain cases. the
pre-existing level of self-esteem (derived Mrom interaction with significant sabers
as well as the genesal sociely) determmes whether persons achieve high ar e
status. Inother words, women and blacks who possess high levels of self-esteem
are likely to have the strength required to endure and 1o achieve educational and
accupational success. Also, those persans with kew levels of self-gsteem may
feel that they are nol capable of educational or occupational success and may
yield in their pursuit of sucoess, In either case, & self-fulfilling prophecy can
account far persans with high levels of sell-esieem having higher educational and
cecipational status. This alternate explanation ol the data also supports the
nation of reference groups as mmpartanl intervening factors. Maore research,
preferably using a longitudinal framework, must be done 1o 1e31 these cxplana-
tons.
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